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, nti- slavery: séntiment.has been predominant. à These aggres- 


Sthe b bak a blican. party, in*thé’ Horthern.States, ‘with all its 
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Mr. Speaker: ~ Cee ae 5. 
g The Committee on, Federal Relations, to whom Ta 
were referred, that- portion of Gov. Rector’s inaugural- address, 
` and-sundtry fesolutions, which relate-to federal relations, have: ; i 
given the same that careful and: deliberate consideration, which’ C ta 
the importance of the subject ‘demands. .The ‘committee are « 
fully. sensible of the responsibility: of recommending a course of «| 
action in the present periloug risis, but believing it to be their 
: imperative duty, they have no t hesitated to Shia it. i a. a 
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` 8+ THE NORTH AND. THE BLACK REPUBLICANS. = 

‘It will be admitted; that’ the’ southern states have patiently ' 3 
endured repeated:injuries and violations of their constitutional , . . 
‘Tights by thé'northern states of. this confederacy i in which the ~ 
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sions have been continued until they haye résilteéd in the present 
alarming | condition of political’ affairs—until: it is manifest to. z 
every man, who. -observes: passing events, that “now is the crisis ~ 
_ off our, Gestipy “The existence in great power and:strength, of. 


secti oua and: aggressive doctrines, i is well calculated to 
inspire: every ‘southern | Magband patriot with ‘dread,and alarr l 
A brief statëment will ‘suffice; to satisfy, all. impartial’ men). that 

« the“aims and principles ofthat party’ ‘are subversive of the con- 
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stitution aid fraught witht the greatest danger to the institutions 
of the South. 


. They advocate—The prohibition, as well as abolition, of 
very, by Congress in the territories, the common property, and 
narod by the common blood oe treasure of the citizens of 


“ all the stetes. . - 


2. The abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

‘3. The prohibition of the-slave trade between the states. 

4. The repeal of the fugitive slave law. 

5:_The re-modeling of the courts of the United States, that a 
. majority of black republicans may be placed on the. bench, and 
the constitution interpreted to suit themselyes. - 

6, The equality of the negro with the white man. 

7. The irrepressible conflict doctrine, that there will always 
be a struggle between the North and the South—free states and 
slave states, and that this Union must become all free or all 
slave. i 

8. They. oppose the adminon. of any’ more slave states’ into 
this Union. . i 

9. They have in the states: of Maine, New Hampehie, Vee: 
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode,lsland, Connecticut, New York, 
‘New. Jersey, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, by 
legislative enactments, nullified the fugitive slave law passed 
by Congress in pursuance of a provision of the federal con- 
stitution. 

10. They have extended to the free negroes the right of siffer- 
age in the states of New York, Maine; ‘New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode Toland -and Ohio. ` 

- 11. They have Ganisted the: fugitive slave to esdape’ from his 
‘master. `’. 

. #2 They itiotaced into the Hotise of Represensatives, 
in Congress; at the lastisession, a resolution to ‘abolish: slavery 
throughout ‘the Union, and it- Epeerved sixty black republican 
votes. ~- : 4. 

13. They passed Site same session, through the same House, 
a bill to repeal the laws of the. territory of New: Mexico which 
protect slavery. 

14.: They ‘passed an act in the „territorial „législature of 
Nebraska, prohibiting slavery in that territory, and it was only 
prévented from becoming a law. by the veto of the governor... ` 

15. They passed.an act inthe territorial legislature of Kansas; . 
prohibiting slavery’ in “that* erritory,.. and tlie same Seo 
_by the governor, arid’ they fe-passed it over his vet, `, z: 1 

16. Sixty-two 'membergřof’ Congress. and othe’. prominent. 
members of that ‘party, have- endorsed ‘the. infa, z Helper 
-‘book, which- counsels, the’ commission of thé mov infamous . 
crimes, suchas murder and insurrection by our slaves. ,” oa 

17. They added însulttoji injury by. sitempting to élect Shelmah, 
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an endorser ofthat book, to: the offidé of Speaker ot the Houke = 
of Representatives i in Congresé.. aN : 44% 
'. 18. They-have furnished us, with a Sractesi tera of. io 
. their theory. in ¢ the raid of J ohn, Brown, and the, butchery. fka *. . 


portion: of the citizens. of Virginia; and. when. the well’ 
punishment of death was inflicted upon him- for the RASS crimes 
of treason murder, and inciting slaves to insurection, they tolled | in 
Bells, : held meetings and pronounced. him a-maityr..- 
. 19. They have refused, on account of their hostility to slavery; ‘ 
.to $urrender, fugitives. from. justice. upon the requisitions: of gov- 
| + ernors of-southern:states. .°- Oa : 
~ | 20. They have.sent emisaries in our midst’ to. destroy our 
property and, incite our slaves to insurrection. i 
_ 21. They. have denounced. the- constitution ànd- the Union ànd 
a pre ompgated a “higher, law.” 9. ~ 
~ 22. ‘And to crown¢‘all, th ey have.elected Amai Linok and 
Hannibal Hamlin, to the Presidency and Vice Presidency of the ° 
«, United States. ‘ 
_ Inview.of the fact, that ‘the party entertaining the rinciples, 
and, whose past history has been character ized by the\ ts, 
- above stated, will soon, to a ‘great.extent, obtain control ofthe 
federal government, it is not,a matter of surprise, that indigna- 
tion; and. apprehension as to the future safety and protection of * 
their institutions, are now, manifested.by the southern people.. ` . 


‘ 4 CONCESSIONS MADE BY THE souTH. 5 


The southern states are now: and have always ‘been loyal to 
thé constitution and the Union, and have hitherto evinced their | 
devotion tothe Union by submission to injustice, and by repeated ` 
„concessions of ‘the’ most important-character. From reliable ` 
sources of information; we ascertain that atan early period, 

: Virginia gave up that vast territory lying to the north-west of 
the Ohio 1 river, then a slavehalding territory, and:that the South le 
_ quietly. subinitted to the -probibition of slavery there, chiefly by 
northern votes, ‘and as My: ‘Madison said, “without the shadow 
of constitutional authority." : That Virginia annexed one condi- 
‘tion tg the grant, that hot more'than five states should be formed, 
out of this territory, go as to preserve a due balance of political 
‘power in the Union. That’evéen this condition has been viola-, 
a | ted by the North, ‘and 22,336 square: miles of its area have gone 
= to constitute the state. of Minnésota—Phat in forming the 
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i federal, constitution, the southisurrendered her right to repre- 
i sefitation. for two:fifths of her-slave population, and thereby lost 
-several feprésentatives in Gongress, to which she was justly 
oa entitled? ‘That: in. retarh forg ® thicthbneexsions two provisions 
-wvere-inserted in the” constitution, ‘first, that which requireṣthat 

- fugitiye slaves shal besdelivered . up on: claim of the owner, 

- which. has'béen nullified; as: above | stated, in twelve northern 

x ‘states, ‘and: thus caused. an’ oa losso the. South of hundreds 


e £ 
aa “a È 


Pa ee 


a Att er pares 
` 


% 


xt 4# ° g a 


Pr 


5 ao 4 : 
of thousands of dollars, and second, that which provides “that 
‘direct taxes shall be apportioned among ,the several states, 
- according to their respective numbers,” which has never been 
wearied into éffect, and as a consequence, the South, upon a 
fair estimate, indirectly pays four. dollars, tò oné by the North 
of the revenue of the government, ‘and past experience has 
shown that about four dollars of that revenue are’ appropriated 


and expended “in the’ North to where one ‘is capendodii in the 
South. a 
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“That the admission of the state of Missouri was opoe, for 
the reason that it was then proclaimed at the- North, that'no 
more slave states should be adwitted into the Union, and that 
the South, in order to quell the excitement then prevailing.and 
preserve the Union, consented to the establishment of the Mis- 
souri compromise line, by which she lost nine-tenths of what . 
was already slave territory and which had been- bought by the 
common treasure-of which she had paid four dollars to one— 
thus .surrendering to the North nine hundred and. sixty-five 
thousand square miles and retaining only one nendrcd ang ten 
thousand square miles. ` 

That ‘After the acquisition of Mexican EnS the South 

justly sought to extend this compromise line to the Pacific 
ocean. For, to the war that resulted’ in the acquisition of that. 
territory, the South sent forty-five thousand men and the North 
twenty-three thousand men—the South one for every twenty- 
six of military age--the North one for every one hundred-and 
ponte: -four of military age. . Yet by the proposed extension of 
this line, the South did not ask for one-third of the territory 
_ thus acquired, but was willing and offered to sutrender to the 
North, six hundred and sixty thousand ‘square miles, and retain 
only two. hundred and four thousand square miles. Still the 
_ North denied the South, even this small portion of the common 
territory, by refusing to extend the line to the Pacific. 

That the South. has submitted to the abolition of the. slave 
trade in the District of Columbia—thé admission of California, 
and the refusal to admit Kansas into the Union, under a con- 


' stitution, which tolerated slavery. 


tt will thus be seen that the South has furnished unmistakable 
evidences of her attachment to the Union and her ear iest desire 
to preserve it. 


. THE COURSE TO BE CORRUTD: a a a 


But the committee. are- well satisfied. from: a review of the 
acts and principles of the black republican party, and the many 
concessions made by thé South, which experience has’ taught 
us, have only served to increase, instead of diminish : northern 
aggessions; ‘that’ it is time to take such a course of action ‘as 
` will secure an effeetual demand for such guarantees as will stop 
and prevent present and prop eotie encroachments upon our 


” 


t d, 
5 ; 
` g ~ 
É 


uF, * 


Y 


‘constitutional rights—- preserve the Union and make it. answer $ 
the purposes for which it was created. „ It iş now manifest, that + 
there ig a very strong feéling ‘in, the South against lọnger con- 
‘tinuance in the Union, with those who ‘have thus trampled Sng, ; 
the constitution. Some of the’ southern states have provided * 
for the assembling of State ` “Conventions, to consider the ‘best 
course to be pursued i in the present crisis; and others are taking 
stéps to do so. ` In a-few weeks, almost every southern state, if 
not all, will have followed their example: There i is good reason 
‘for believing that:several of these states, so sdon as their respec- 
tive conventions ‘assemble, will withdraw: from the Union. The 
incoming administration may-attempt coercion, and ja war will 
` ensue for which history-furnishes no paralel.: ‘The southern 
states are united by a common interest, and should ¢onsult 
together upon matters. which vitally affect their’ common wel- 
fare. The- ‘committee’ believe that. this should be done . ‘in a - 
southern convention, to be -held at an early day, at” some 
° point in the South. By this means rash arid inconsidérate action | 
on the part of some: of the states:may- be. prevented—an. effec- 
tual demand made for such guarantees ‘as will secretus against. 
encroachinents upon our institutions and constitutional rights— 
perhaps a disastrous civil war averted—the whéle South united 
_on a plan of action devised by her wisest and most patriotic 
sons, and the Union’ preserved on a firm, just and equal basis. 
In conclusion, your committee would resommeéhd as the ‘only 
practicable solution of the existing and thieatened disturbances 
of the peace of the country, the union of the southern’ states, 
for the purpose of consultation, and to demand their: constitu- 
` tional rights-inside of the Union. In order to accomplish this, 
‘the whole question must be referred {othe people,,and their 
judgment invoked in some ‘authoritative form. This can only 
- be effected by calling a convention, to be assembled at as early 
a day as practicable, for the purpose of electing delegates.to a 
southern convention. Early. action in reference to a state con- 
vention is imperiously demanded; in view of the fact that South 
Carolina will secede immediately, unless she can be. induced to 
take counsel with her southern sisters. _It is idle for us to say 
that we are not bound by her action, and that her course ought” 
not to govern ours. Georgia, “Florida, Texas, Mississippi, ‘and 
perhaps Louisiana and Alabama, will resume their reserved 
rights, and declare themselves out of the Union. But if South 
‘Carolina should, acting singly and alone, unfurl the Palmetto 
standard, and resuming | her sovereignty, declare her inde- 
„~ pendence,- how -càn' Arkansas “remain an idle spectator . of 
‘such an* event, and be: indifferent to the consequences which 
will in-a few months assuredly ensue?‘ ` < re o 
-Ñ is true, that the present able and patriotic ‘incumbent of the 
“presidential: chair, in his‘recent méssage to Congress,’ has de- 
eldred: that ° t ‘ after: much careful Feflection” he has arrivedtat the: 
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i conclusion that no power to ‘coerce a, seceding state has. been 


delegated to Congress, or to any other. department of the fede- 
ral government.” ; And that “So far from this power ‘having 
been delegated to. Congress, it: was expressly -refused . by the 
convention which framed the.constitution. age 

Yet,: in less.,than ‘ninety’ days Abraham. ‘Lineoin will be 
inaugurated as president,, and .he-will doubtless < find. ssuch 
authority, and,.if true to hiş, antecedents, will ‘attempt to coerce 


South Carolina; or any.other seceding state, back into the 


Union. “In such a contest, would-not the patriotic and. chivalric 
spirit of the South, rush to the defence and assistance of:those 
states who: are struggling for liberty, e wk mS i 

: Would Arkansas unite with those-whe have counseled servile 
insurrection, „stolen our slaves, and advised the murder . and 
ravishment of our wives and- children, and assist them to destroy 
their brethren. Such a sentiment, we believe, finds no abiding 
placé in the bosom of any of. gur .fellow-citizens.. In view of 
the fact that Wwe may at any time be hurried. into the conflict :. 
unprepared, ít is proper that we should put ourselves i in a con- 
dition for'such' an emergency: > s=: i 

The course of events is so, rapidly hastening forward, the 
emergency may: arrive when our .peoplé will be. called upon to 
act promptly; and, in the opinion of your committee, the path 
of :duty and- of honor requires: that the people should be called 
together to make a last effort to. preserve the Union of the 
states, under the guaranties of the constitution. This can be 
effected by assembling southern states together; and in the 
exercise of a clear. constitutional right, ‘demand security for 
the future, upon which.the conservative sentiment of the nation 
may hereafter repose. This proceeding, instead-of leading, as 
some affect to believe, to a disruption of .the Union, will more 
surely perpetuate it, than abject submission: to repeated and 
continual aggressions. 

‘The southern states, standing on the basis of the constitution, 
have a right to demand the repeal’ of .the -unconstitutional 
enactments of. the state legislatures,” above referred to. ` If this 
be not done, the President, in his message, tells us it is “ im possi- 

ble for, any human power to save the Unicn; that the constitu- 
tion, to which all the-states are parties, will have been wilfully 
violated by. one portion of them in a provision essential to the 
domestic security and happiness of the remainder. In that 


_ event the injured states, after having first uged all peaceful 


and constitutional means to obtain redress, would be justified 
in revolutionary resistance to the ‘government ofthe Union.” 


“Your committee have omitted any discussion as to the right of 
a state to’secede, or whether the election of Lincoln i is, per se, 
- a legal justification for such a step. We: have ‘to deal alone 


ens ‘the facts- developed i in the history, of the. times, ard having 
POMS out ane aggressions ‘of the past, and the Tong series. of 2 k 
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«insults and injuries culminating in the losin’ of ‘Lincoln’ to 
a “ yesommend a ene and constitutional: mode to: obtain, 
S| redress. . i 
; To shut our eyes to the fact that there is danger of a dissso- 
lution, would be.as silly’ as ‘pusilanimous; to hope to avert the ” 
- danger by silent submission, would be futile. The tide df its f 
have brought us to a crisis: which must be met manfully, `a 
with a determined spirit. The people. are the fountair ` Ye i 
power, and to them we would appeal, and urging them by their at 
love of the constitution, to act promptly in demanding their 
rights to preserve the Union formed by our forefathers; cemented 
by their blood, and transmitted to us, in the hope thatit would | | 
be fraùght with blessings. ` ’ : , 
We cannot appreciate, the argument that it would cost too 
much to call a convention—to weigh money against principle, 
to estimate our rights by dollars arid cents may, become the ` 
„sordid miser, but it ill becomes the free and enlightened people. 
“of this country. The people have 4 right to be heard, and it is 
our duty to afford them the opportunity of speaking out for : 
themselves. ° 
Your committee earnestly recommend that a convention of i 
delegates from all of the southern states assemble: at Memphis, or 
in;the State of Tennessee, on the second Monday in. February, 
A.D.1861. P > 
Your committee beg leave to present the accompanying bill O 
: and recommend its passage. ` - 
k Ali of “which i is beopectuly submitted. wes 
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